Crolly
THE

D I S T I L L E RY
DONEGAL

Drioglann Chroithlí
Co. Dhún na nGall

“Ó dhearcáin bheaga
fásann na darach móra”
From little acorns great oak trees grow.

Join us as we embark on our journey to create

In January 2020 - we will commence the production

Donegal’s first fully functioning whiskey production

of Crolly whiskey. Hence the Founders’ 180 Club.

facility in 180 years. Whiskey was last – legally! -

Be a part of this very exciting local venture by

produced in the county by William Leatham at the

purchasing a cask of Crolly Whiskey.

Bohillion Distillery in Burt, but those stills fell silent in
the early 1840s.

The Founders’ 180 Club scheme will provide:
•

We are now bringing new life to the former Crolly
Doll factory, converting it into a whiskey distillery.

A unique opportunity to acquire great Donegal 		
Whiskey “First in 180 Years” at early stage.

•

The initial financial support to create and 			

Worldwide, sales of Irish Whiskies are enjoying a great

sustain local employment in the heart of the 		

resurgence and we here in Crolly want you to be part

Donegal Gaeltacht area of West Donegal.

of this success story – bígí linn!

.
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The Founders’ 180 Club
We invite you to become part of Donegal history in
the making, as we extend our limited offer to purchase
a cask of ‘Crolly Irish Whiskey’ and become one of
the founding members of the exclusive Founders’
180 Club.
By being part of the The Founders’ 180 Club scheme
you will help to generate tourism and employment.
Every purchase will help to make our vision
become a reality, and all Founders’ will be publicly
acknowledged in the Visitors Centre.
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Drioglann
Thír Chonaill Teo.
(Established 2018)
Located in Crolly, County Donegal, not far from
the infamous Cloch Mhór Léim an tSionnaigh, this
historic building - constructed in 1902 - has recently
undergone a major investment programme and will
re-open in the summer of 2020 as The Crolly Distillery
and Visitors’ Centre. This beautifully restored stone
building will house a fully functioning Irish whiskey
production facility, thus reviving a culturally important
tradition in Donegal. The Visitors’ Centre will tell a
vivid and compelling story of Donegal and its peoples
down through the ages and will be a valuable resource
for our future generations.
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Cask Offer
This is a unique opportunity
to acquire one of the very first
casks of Donegal-produced Irish
whiskey from The Crolly Distillery.
You will own one of only 180
individually numbered casks,
personalised with your name. We
envisage the first liquid gold will
flow through our beautiful excognac copper pot stills spirit by
early 2020.

Cask Offer
Your cask will be filled with masterfully handcrafted
new spirit and laid down in Grade A, first fill exbourbon oak. The spirit will lie in the quietness
of time, slowly and gradually infusing with the
timbers. Nature does the rest in this soft, temperate
climate. Mother Nature was kind to us here in West
Donegal. When the moist Wild Atlantic airs have
washed over the sleeping casks for five years or
more, the casks will emerge from the stillness to
present a sweet, smooth, exceptionally pure amber
gold Irish whiskey. You can now look forward to
enjoying a drop of Donegal’s finest Irish whiskey,
‘The Crolly’.

Saol fada, gob fliuch, agus bás in Éirinn.
Sláinte agus Sonas Oraibh!
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Location
A ‘Céad Míle Fáilte’ awaits you at the Crolly Distillery

Our distillery location was selected alongside the

and Visitors’ Centre, a mere five kilometres from

Dore River as it provides the ideal climatic conditions

Donegal Airport in Carrickfinn - voted the Most Scenic

to slowly age high-quality, single malt Irish whiskey.

Airport Landing in the World for two consecutive years.

You can look forward to a unique bouquet of heathery,

This is an area of outstanding natural beauty, nestled

floral, sea-sprayed elegant amber dews of distinct

amid the Wild Atlantic Ocean and the Hills of Donegal

maritime character arising from our distillery.

with seas, mountains, heathers and bogs.
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Your Membership
As a member of the exclusive Founders’ 180 Club,
you will acquire ownership of one of the very first
casks produced at the distillery. Being a founding
member of 180 Club brings many other added
benefits. You will be invited to annual tastings,
gatherings, special events and have the opportunity
to network with fellow whiskey enthusiasts. You will
benefit from discounted prices on further products,
and discounted events prices for you and your friends.
As a special treat, you will be able to invite friends to
the distillery to have them sample and enjoy your own
unique Founders’ 180 Club Cask. Whilst your whiskey
cask matures, we will lovingly take care of it for five
years or more. We will send occasional samples from
your cask as the liquid matures.

Crolly Whiskey Vault

Casks

‘180 Club’ member’s will have a designated

Your cask will be filled with Irish Single Malt Whiskey.

cell in our whiskey vault. Here, we will store

The wood will be first fill ex-bourbon oak. Each cask

a personalised bottle of new-fill spirit (póitín)

contains approximately 200 litres of spirit and will be

from the very first distillations at Crolly. You can

filled at 63.5% A.B.V.

come along and taste at your leisure.
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Maturation
Whiskey needs to mature for three years before it
can legally be called ‘Irish whiskey’. To allow for
greater maturation, your cask will be stored for a
minimum of five years to provide added quality
and value. Your personal cask will be held in
bonded storage at the Crolly Distillery.
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Upon Maturation
In five years, when your cask matures you may have

strength, while bottling the product at a lower

it bottled. Alternatively, you may keep it with us for

ABV of 40-46% allows for more bottles to be

a little longer for a small charge to cover costs such

made from a single cask.

as maintenance and insurance. You may bottle at
cask strength (63.5% ABV) or the liquid can be cut

When your cask has matured, you may collect it

down to 40-46% - it’s your choice. The whiskey will

or we can arrange to dispatch your cask to your

be bottled in Crolly Whiskey bottles and the Crolly

chosen location (delivery not included). If you

Distillery labels may be personalised.

would like us to bottle for you, we will provide you
with a bottling and dispatch price at the time.

Whiskey, after distillation, and usually after varying
stages of ageing has an ABV percentage that is much
higher than 46%, this means that it may need to be
diluted with water to a lower strength. Depending
on preference and personal perceptions it could be

When your cask is bottled it will be removed

said that bottling at cask strength offers the cask

from duty suspension and you will need to pay

consumer more freedom to drink at the desired

Irish VAT and excise duty on the bottles. When
your cask is bottled it will be removed from
suspension and you will be liable to pay Irish VAT
and Excise Duty. With proper Revenue approvals
we can arrange for delivery to an Irish port still
under duty suspension and without VAT. You
will need to pay any delivery charges and import
duties, excise or VAT in the country of destination.
If you are a VAT registered business you may seek
to re-claim the VAT aspect of your purchase.
After a minimum of 5 years when your cask
matures into a fine whiskey, should you not want
your cask anymore, then we may offer to buy it
from you with a small uplift.
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180 Club Membership Benefits
•

You will be the owner of a limited edition cask of Crolly Whiskey – one of the 		
first 180 casks to be filled in over 180 years. You will have helped create		
a valuable resource to the area and have helped create much needed 		
local sustainable employment.

•

You will have played a part in preserving the rich and vibrant local history 		
of the area which will be on display in the Visitor’s Centre and 			
a valuable resource to the many generations to come.

•

The invaluable support to this venture of the 180 Club Founding members 		
will be permanently recognised at Crolly.

•

Your cask number and name will be stencilled on the cask lid.

•

You will be provided with a certificate of cask ownership and authenticity 		
when filled.

•

A designated cell in our whiskey vault with your unique bottle of póitín.

•

Secure storage under bond including maintenance and insurance for
first 5 years.

•

In recognition of your support as a Founding member you will be part 		
of an exclusive club which will hold annual gatherings at the Crolly Distillery 		
for special events and occasions.

•

Assistance in arranging bottling and transportation.

•

First option on limited edition releases throughout membership period.

Purchase Price And Membership Of
Founders’ 180 Club
WHISKEY

CASK TYPE

AVERAGE

APPROX.

ESTIMATED

CASK

TYPE

FIRST FILL

CASK

CASK

NUMBER

PRICE

STRENGTH

CAPACITY

OF 70CL

AT FILL

BOTTLES

200 LITRE

350 (46%ABV)

Single

Ex-bourbon

63.5% ABV

€6600.00

Malt
Alternative cask-type arrangements may be availed of by request and specific agreement.
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Cost Of Ownership
The total cost of ownership is calculated as follows:•

Purchase price per cask is €6600.00. (Ex VAT and Excise Duties)

•

Revenue Irish Tax and Customs charge Irish Duty estimated on yield of 112 		
litres of pure alcohol per cask at currentat current alcohol tax rate of €42.57 		
per Litre of Pure Alcohol (LPA). This is approximately €4767 per cask.

•

VAT is payable on the combined original cost and duty estimated at
€2614.60. VAT registered Founders’ may reclaim VAT.

•

Total cost of VAT and Excise Duties after 5 years on release from bond, based
on current rates, is €7382.44 (subject to change by Revenue).

•

As long as your cask remains under bond no VAT or Excise Duties are incurred.

•

Minimum retail value per bottle could be in the order of €65.
Potential yield circa 350 bottles at 46% ABV giving a retail value of 			
€22750.00.

•

Given the nature of exclusivity of your investment you may well achieve a 		
greater return as is common in the secondary auction market.

•

A small annual fee is payable for members who wish to leave cask under bond
beyond 5 years.
Above does not include bottling cost, shipping/ delivery to your destination.
Which will be charged at cost price only. All prices correct as of September 2019.

Purchase Procedure
1.

Ensure you have read full terms and conditions ( available on our website)
and then complete the purchase order form.

2.

Fee per cask is €6600.00 Price quoted is per cask under bond,
excluding bottling, shipping, duty and VAT.

3.

Please include a non-refundable deposit of €2000.00 with your purchase order.
The balance of €4600.00 is payable within 60 days. Instalments may be arranged.

4.

A receipted deposit acknowledgement will be issued to you.

5.

After filling the casks you will be sent a stock certificate detailing the cask 			
number, type, capacity, contents and strength.

6.

A bottle of new fill póitín will be placed into your dedicated cell in our
Founder’s 180 Club Vault.
Feel free to contact us if you have any questions about this offer.
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Cask Purchase Order Form

Payment details

Upon receiving your completed purchase form and payment, a receipted invoice

Preferred payment method is by single
Electronic Funds Transfer. Please tick
to confirm that you wish to pay by EFT
and we will contact you directly to
arrange transfer of funds. You may pay
securely online using Stripe - via our
website www.thecrollydistillery.com

and certificate specifying the cask number and type will issue to you.
Name:
Address:
Eir/Post/Zip Code:
Country:

Enquiries to sales@thecrollydistillery.com

E-mail:
Tel:
Mobile:
I would like to purchase a cask of whiskey.
I enclose full payment of €6600.00. (tick Box) q
I enclose deposit payment of €2000 (tick Box) q

Signed

Dated:

Please note Terms and Conditions apply, for further details please see website
www.thecrollydistillery.com

FOR ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS:
BIC: ULSB IE 2D
IBAN: IE95 ULSB 9860 1015 0167 42
Drioglann Thír Chonaill Teo.
Account: 15016742
Account Sort Code: 98 60 10
Please ensure you complete the narrative
with your surname for easy identification
purposes. If paying by cheque, please
return this form together with a completed
cheque made payable to Drioglann Thír
Chonaill Teo. and post to The Crolly
Distillery, Crolly, County Donegal, Ireland.

Any questions or queries feel free to contact the founders of The Crolly Distillery and Visitors’ Centre.
Kieran Davis

Joe Devenney

Conor McMenamin

FOUNDER

FOUNDER

FOUNDER

+353 (0)87 279 9844
kieran@thecrollydistillery.com

+353 (0)86 260 0549
joe@thecrollydistillery.com

+353 (0)86 678 1965
conor@thecrollydistillery.com
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The Team
Our team of collaborators from funding support, to architecture, engineering, construction and design are an exceptional group
of Donegal-based organisations and companies – all contributing to the wider progress and ultimately the success of, The
Crolly Distillery and Visitor’s Centre.
Marketing: Moss Marketing
Graphic Design: On The Dot Design
Website: Joe Hunter/Gavin McLaughlin
Photography: Paul McGuckin
Architecture and Consultant Structural Engineers: Carr & Co
M & E Consultant Engineers: Ipsum Engineers
Quantity Survey Services: Joe Coyle and Associates
Building Construction: Joseph McMenamin and Sons Ltd.
Process Design Engineers: FDT

This project is supported by government agency Údarás na Gaeltachta
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The building has had a rich and varied
history. Well established in the lives of Crolly
families for over 100 years; it has provided
enterprise and employment: after Messrs
Morton & Co, an Ayrshire carpet manufacturer
who established the world-famous Donegal
Carpets in 1902, it closed for a time during the
War of Independence,reopening as a soft toy
manufacturer, and later famously becoming the
internationally renowned Crolly Doll factory.
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The illicit practice of póitín or ‘poteen’
making was commonplace in rural
Ireland and Crolly was no exception,
the practice of póitín making was
handed down through generations.
Póitín remained illegal in Ireland from
1661 until the 7th March 1997, just in
time for St Patrick’s Day celebrations!
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